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LAKE HIGHLANDS AREA IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION

PRESIDENT’S MEETING

September 22, 2008
I. Welcome







Steve Wakefield
II. Treasurer Report






Heather Ronk

III. Membership Update






Steven Clary

IV. Current and Proposed LH Developments


Scott Wynne 

Update and Map Distribution

V. Land Use Committee





Heather Ronk
VI. Cash/Credit Ordinance





Steve Wakefield
VI.
    Legal Defense Fund






??????????


VII.   Community Garden






A.L. Nickerson
VIII.  VIP/Crime Watch Groups





??????????
IX. Future Meeting Dates





Jack White
October 20, 7-9 pm, LHAIA General Meeting

Topics of Discussion

Adjourn
2.   TREASURER REPORT

Heather Ronk, LHAIA Treasurer, reports that the organization has collected $3,400.00 in dues year to date.  In addition, there is $11,000 in the bank of which some of it is earmarked for the legal defense fund as well as signs and beautification. 

3.   MEMBERSHIP UPDATE 
Steve Clary reports that the LHAIA currently has 32 active member organizations and has experienced an exceptional year of growth and support from the Lake Highlands community.

4. LH DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
Scott Wynne presented a detailed overview of all of the recent, new and proposed development in the Lake Highlands and surrounding area.  SEE ATTACHED MAP.
5.  LAND USE COMMITTEE
LHAIA has begun the creation of a Land Use Committee to be actively involved in the organization and the community for the encouragement of best use of available properties.  Additional objectives will be to encourage developers, retailers and related property mangers to listen to the wishes of the community and be a valuable resource for community input.  The committee is currently visiting with other similar committees to develop a best practices model.

6.    CASH/CREDIT ORDINANCE

Steve Wakefield outlines steps that the LHAIA has begun taking to limit the proliferation of check     cashing outlets throughout the area.  A proposed ordinance that would limit the amount of and spacing between these types of businesses has been submitted the city.  These businesses and similar ones that provide loans against car titles and tax refunds charge exorbitant rates and can often elude Texas usury laws by incorporating in other states.  Currently Mesquite has a similar ordinance that has been effective.  In addition, a proposed ordinance regarding loitering has been discussed with the City Attorneys office in an effort to give police an additional tool in the fight against prostitution and drug dealing.
6. LEGAL DEFENSE FUND

The LHAIA legal defense fund continues to seek donations, many of which are matched by some generous area businesses, to pay for the attorney that LHAIA has engaged to help fight the sexually oriented businesses in our area.  Specifically, the “P.T.’s” business that was located on Lawther at NW Hwy and has since moved onto Plano Rd.  The LHAIA has supported litigation to prevent this and similar businesses from being able to serve liquor by the drink in an effort to reduce their revenue stream and hopefully force them into other locales outside of our area.  Specifically, the LHAIA has paid for a specialist attorney in the field to assist the city of Dallas in their fight against this ordinance.    The case is currently on appeal in the 5th Circuit Court in New Orleans.
7. COMMUNITY GARDEN
A.L. Nickerson reports that the community garden has been a model of success as the first city of Dallas supported garden.  All plots have been leased and there are at least 30 on the waiting list.  The city has indicated they will support the expansion of the garden with a potential of 100 new plots.  Plot sizes range from 128 square feet to 192 square feet.  There are also two new sponsors for the garden.  The Texas Honey Bee Guild will be installing two bee hives at the site for improved pollination and will also build an education center that will be available to area elementary schools.  The Texas Discovery Gardens has also joined forces with the garden and will be conducting gardening classes on site starting in November.  Finally, the garden is in need of leaves for their mulching efforts and will collaborate with the Boy Scouts for a leaf “Round Up” on November 22.  For more information on the community garden visit their website at www.lhgarden.org
8. VIP/CRIME WATCH

Robberies continue to be the most problematic in LH.  As a result of the budget increase for new officers in Dallas, the NE station has received 8 to 10 additional officers from the newest class.  We are currently slated to receive a total of somewhere between 30 and 50 new officers in total as the become available.

9. NEXT MEETING

The next LHAIA General Meeting will be held on October 20 from 7-9pm at the Dallas Children’s Theater. 

